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SUBJ: PRESS CONFERENCE BY LAO GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN 
AUGUST 28, 1975 

1. RADIOS: OUDAY SOUVANNAVONG, THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT 
OF NATIONAL UNION S SPOKESMAN, OPENED HIS REPORT ON THE 
PGNU CABINET MEETING OF AUGUST 27 BY ANNOUNCING THAT THE 
CABINET HAD DECIDED TO VOID ALL AUTHORIZATIONS PREVIOUSLY 
GRANTED TO OWN OR OPERATE AMATEUR RADIOS TRANSMITTERS OR 
PRIVATE RADIO STATIONS. HOWEVER, IN THE QUESTION AND 
ANSWER SESSION OUDAY ASSURED A QUESTIONER THAT THIS 
RESTRICTION DID NOT APPLY TO CONSULATES OR EMBASSIES. 

2. AID FROM CHINA: OUDAY NEXT REPORTED THAT ARRANGE- 
MENTS HAD BEEN COMPLETED UNDER WHICH THE PEOPLE'S RE- 
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PUBLIC OF CHINA WOULD GIVE PETROLEUM PRODUCTS TO LAOS 
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BY DEPOSITING THEM WITH THE SHELL COMPANY IN HONG KONG. 

THE CABINET HAD AUTHORIZED THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND 
PLAN TO SIGN A CONTRACT WITH SHELL OF HONG KONG AND AS 
SOON AS THE CONTRACT WAS SIGNED, LAOS WOULD BE ABLE TO 
DRAW 7,600 TONS OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS FROM THE SHELL 
DEPOT AT VIENTIANE. 

3. CHINA HAD ALSO SENT LAOS 3,600 TONS OF RICE WHICH 
WAS ALREADY AT HAIPHONG IN VIET-NAM. THE VIETNAMESE 
GOVERNMENT HAD SAID THAT IT WOULD USE ALL ITS EFFORTS 
TO SEE THAT THIS RICE WAS TRANSPORTED TO LAOS. CER- 
TAIN ROADS WERE STILL PASSABLE, FOR EXAMPLE ROUTE 9. 

THE BALANCE OF 6,400 TONS OF RICE WHICH CHINA WAS 
COMMITTED TO GIVE LAOS WAS TO BE BOUGHT IN THAILAND. 

4. FLOODS? OUDAY THEN DENIED RUMORS THAT THE MEKONG 
WOULD SOON OVERFLOW AND FLOOD ALL OF VIENTIANE. HE 
SAID SUCH RUMORS WERE NOT TRUE AND THE MEKONG WOULD 
NOT FLOOD THIS YEAR. 

5. CIVIL GOVERNMENT: IN REPLY TO A QUESTION REGARD- 
ING FREE CIRCULATION BETWEEN WHAT WERE ONCE THE TWO 
ZONES OF LAOS, OUDAY STATED: "YESTERDAY, THE CABINET 
DID NOT DISCUSS THE MATTER, BUT I CAN TELL YOU THE 
GOVERNMENT IS VERY HAPPY (OVER "LIBERATION"). SUCH 

A GATHERING IS UNIQUE AND UNPRECEDENTED (SIC). IT 
PROVES THAT THE POPULATION OF VIENTIANE AND OF MOST OF 
LAOS HAS REALIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PARTICIPATION 
OF THE PEOPLE IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE COUNTRY. AS 
YOU KNOW, THE PROVINCE AND MUNICIPALITY OF VIENTIANE WERE 
LIBERATED LAST, IN THE PROPER SENSE OF THE WORD. THAT IS 
THEY HAD A CHANGE IN ADMINISTRATION. THE GOVERNMENT, 

AS I HAVE ANNOUNCED ALREADY, HAS FORMED AN INTER-MINISTERIAL 
COMMITTEE, THE CHAIRMAN OF WHICH IS THE MINISTER OF 
INTERIOR, TO VISIT ALL THE PROVINCES TO OBSERVE THE 
SITUATION ON THE SPOT AND SUBMIT TO THE CABINET ALL ITS 
FINDINGS. IF THE CABINET APPROVES THE PROGRAMS OF ALL 
THE VARIOUS PROVINCIAL REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEES, THE 
CABINET WILL SUBMIT A DRAFT ROYAL ORDINANCE TO HIS 
MAJESTY THE KING, AND WILL PUBLISH A PRIME MINISTERIAL 
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ORDER. AT THAT TIME THE PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATIONS WILL 
BECOME REGULAR AND NORMAL. I HOPE THAT AFTER THIS ACT, 
REGULARIZING ALL THE NOMINATIONS, THE SITUATION IN LAOS 
WILT. RETURN TO NORMAL. ALL OF LAOS WILL THEN DEDICATE 
ITSELF TO THE URGENT TASKS OF PREPARING FOR GENERAL 
ELECTIONS AND ACHIEVING SELF-SUFFICIENCY.” 

CORCORAN 
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